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The Rock Island County Historical Society 

Celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary 

of the Battle of Campbell's Island 



Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, Secretary. 
Springfield, 111. 

Dear Mrs. Weber — ^The following is a brief report of two 
celebrations, the one hundredth anniversary of the battle of 
Campbell's Island, and the one hundredth anniversary of the 
battle of Credit Island, respectively, both taken care of 
through the Bock Island County Historical Society. 

As the Campbell's Island centennial fell on a Sunday, the 
celebration was held on Monday, the 20th of July, the day fol- 
lowing the anniversary of the battle. The program was ar- 
ranged by William A. Meese, of Moline, and was given under 
the auspices of our society. In the absence of S. W. Searle, 
president of the Bock Island County Historical Society, Mr. 
Meese called the meeting to order and introduced Mr. Phil 
Mitchell of Bock Island as the presiding officer of the after- 
noon. An audience of several hundred was present, and the 
program was given in the shade of the forest trees on the site 
of the battle. The invocation was given by Bev. Joseph Kel- 
ley of Moline ; Bev. Bichard S. Haney of Moline gave the ad- 
dress of the day, and the United Sunday School Fife, Drum 
and Bugle Corps, thirty in number, furnished the music for 
the day. An interesting visitor on this occasion was No-ko- 
wa-tah, a full-blood descendant from the Tama, Iowa, settle- 
ment of the Sac and Pox Indians, who were the victors in the 
battle here of a hundred years ago. He was introduced from 
the platform and though he undertook no address he had a 
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handshake and a smile for those who gathered about him 
after the program was over. 

Mr. Haney said in part : 

**The Sac and Fox Indians, under the direction of that 
famous chieftain, Black Hawk, tilled the fields and hunted the 
forest which covered this island. Black Hawk left for us a 
brief but comprehensive record of their struggle here. He 
also left for us a history of the battle which took place upon 
this spot. 

**One hundred years ago yesterday, a bleak, raw day, for 
the wind was blowing a gale, this island was filled with the 
children of the forest. The day before, at the mouth of Bock 
Eiver, Major Campbell and his lieutenants, with his company 
of United States soldiers and rangers, were entertained at the 
Indian village by Chief Black Hawk and his chiefs. They had 
friendly intercourse together and we read that as the breeze 
stiffened toward evening, they left with the best of feeling be- 
tween them. 

**Then during the night, messengers came down Bock Biver 
bringing the news that the British had taken the fort at Prai- 
rie du Chien, and called upon Black Hawk and his warriors 
to now fulfill their promise and make war upon the Americans. 

**The boats were seen in the morning passing up the rapids 
which extend from Davenport up the river to LeClaire, and 
the sailing was good until a storm arose which drove Camp- 
bell's boat upon the shore. It was beached near where this 
monument now stands. 

**The boats of Lieutenants Eector and Biggs were up above 
the island. As soon as the boat reached the shore, Major 
Campbell sent out sentinels and fires were started to get the 
evening meal. Suddenly the war-whoop of the Indians was 
heard and the sentinels fell dead at their posts and the battle 
began.'' 

In this battle the killed were as follows: On Campbell's 
boat, ten regulars, one woman and one child. On Lieutenant 
Eector 's boat, one ranger, and on Lieutenant Bigg's boat, 
three rangers, making a total dead of sixteen. There were 
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also wounded, eighteen rangers, one woman, Major Campbell 
and Doctor Stewarf 

Upwards of a thousand were in attendance for the evening ^s 
program, which consisted of moving pictures, showing General 
Jackson and the battle of New Orleans, and other stereopticon 
views illustrating early history in this part of the State, with 
patriotic music of fife, drum and bugle by the Sunday School 
boys. 

Credit Island, now called Suburban Island, lies on the Iowa 
side of the Mississippi, and this centennial anniversary should 
perhaps more properly have been under the direction of some 
patriotic society of that State, but as apparently no effort was 
being made there, the members of the Eock Island County 
Historical Society arranged a fitting observance of this, the 
only battle of the War of 1812 which was fought west of the 
Mississippi, in which thirty British regulars under command 
of Brevet Major Duncan Graham, with three cannon placed 
somewhere on the west bank of the Mississippi, near the upper 
end of Credit Island, together with the Sac and Fox Indians 
from a thousand to fifteen hundred warriors strong, attacked 
Major Zachary Taylor (afterwards president of the United 
States) with his command of three hundred and thirty-four 
men, who in eight keel-boats, were sent to the Upper Missis- 
sippi to build a fort somewhere in this savage Indian country. 
The British cannoneers proved to be excellent marksmen, and 
this together with the overwhelming numbers of Indians, 
caused Major Taylor, after a heroic resistance for some time, 
to drop down the river, out of range of the enemy's guns, 
where a council of war was held and it was decided that it 
would be unwise to return to the battle. Eleven men were 
wounded, of whom three had died at the time of Major Tay- 
lor's report, written the day after the battle. 

The date of the battle, as reported by Major Taylor, is Sep- 
tember 5, which this year fell on Saturday. We had two cele- 
brations. One on Friday evening preceding the anniversary 
and the other on Sund .y following. The Friday evening meet- 
ing consisted of a number of the officers of our historical so- 
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ciety, with their families and friends, with the following pro- 
gram: 

Music and drills by thirty members of the Sunday School 
Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps. 

Address— The Battle of Credit Island— By Orrin S. Holt, 
a member of the board of our society. 

Indian dance — ^By members of the boys* band. The boys 
reproduced quite well the Sac and Pox dance which they had 
witnessed last June at the Tama, Iowa, settlement of Indians. 

Stereopticon Address, illustrated with 160 slides, regard- 
ing the Sac and Fox Indians and their haunts — ^By John H. 
Hauberg. 

Address — The part enacted in this locality in the great his- 
torical events of the United States — ^By S. W. Searle, presi- 
dent of our county historical society. 

The program was concluded with a good display of fire- 
works. The entire program was given on the open beach 
where part of the battle was fought, and though not largely 
attended, was an impressive occasion for the visitors, the cam- 
pers on the island and others who witnessed it. 

The Sunday program was presided over by Secretary Nor- 
wood of the Davenport Commercial Club, and was held at the 
Suburban Island Inn. Mr. W. A. Meese, a member of our 
board, read an address which has cost him a great amount of 
painstaking work, and which without doubt is the best account 
ever prepared of that part of the war of 1812, which was car- 
ried on in the Mississippi Valley. Mr. Meese held his audience 
spellbound for an hour, and his address will most likely result 
in some Davenport, or other Iowa society's getting to work 
at properly marking this historic spot. Petersen's Band fur- 
nished the music, and following the address. Company B of 
the Fifty-fourth Iowa National Guards, gave an exhibition 
drill and sham battle. This program was attended by about 
two hundred. 

Yours, 

John H. Hauberg, 
Secretary Rock Island County Historical Society. 



